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MRMORAwnp nM FOR THE FRESWBTi AHD T HE SECRE TARY UPSTATE 
Subject: "Negotiations Conmittee" 

The Committee believes that an encouraging aspect of Gromyko’s 
visit was the evident Soviet desire to have the war end in Viet nam . 
Another gain is that the Soviets have been put on the spot publicly 
as having a responsibility to get negotiations going. Sometime 
after our elections, which will undoubtedly confirm DS support for 
your policy in Vietnam, consideration should be given to the next 
step in our dialogue with the Russians. I believe your statement 
to the press yesterday regarding your talks with Gromyko will be 
given searching consideration in Moscow and perhaps provide a 
basis for progress in later discussions. 

In Manila, we hope that you will have an opportunity to 
impress on Ky (as well as Lodge): (1) The importance we place 
on the constitutional process with the emergence of a government 
that has legitimate roots. This will vastly strengthen not only 
the position of Saigon but our awn position in international 
discussions and world opinion. (2) We hope that in the speech 
which Chairman Thieu or Prime Minister Ky will deliver on 
November 1, the anniversary of the revolution, there will be 
included a declaration on amnesty and national reconciliation. 

You have placed great emphasis in your public statements on the 
fact that the people of South Vietnam should be permitted to 
settle their own affairs. This means that if the HLF-VC abandon 
violence, these people would have the opportunity to play a 
legitimate role in die political life of the country. 

I talked to Gene Black yesterday in New York and suggested 
that in his trip to the Far East, he might be able to develop 
more specific ideas about economic cooperation with North Vietnam 
on a regional basis after the end of the war. This would be a 
follow-up of your Johns Hopkins speech. Saigon for its part 
could offer the possibility of trade relations, especially in 
rice, which would be mutually beneficial and relieve Hanoi’s 
dependence on Peking. Out of Gene’s talks and the discussions 
at Manila could come Aslan proposals that might give some 
inducement to Hanoi to end the war. 


W. Aver ell Harriman 
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